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Context of the Position Paper

Farmer Organisations’ Role in RAS

4 A 4 A o

4% GPRAS Di -
Annual Meeting ISCUSSION

In order 15 522 RAS sffecivaly contrbuting o the susmainsbis radumton of hunger
overy worbnice, he Gl Fara for urel Ay S (GPRAS) Brovis svoce

o s on plasin, demand dven al sy v (RS) it he
lobal development agends. Considering their advantages, producer organisations have »
S e 6l . pheaioee e Th ores Ssnseed 5 s - GG sl masing
on the ok of private sector and producer organisations in RAS and n 2 folow-up o
dossion wth G st o proceer oaniaior. The ek poston paoe

\_

iers from GERAS and vl be vaikdated over 2014, amongst

Siers ot i Lvetof he 5 gl mestie of e Faeee o o St

loted to the Imematons| Year of Fomy Faming, The P o e was elborated o

raise awareness and intate dscussions n order to r e sl v

el 2 RAS aFacivaly and combus 1 mproves Ielboads and por

et o 1o prohar o, 3o b s eabon 15
Eim 5 03 GFRAG an ho 2 morss &sm, dumand SRABI, 3nd manRErns

and evakszton (MAE) of RAS to meet these goaks. The paper shoul be of inerest 1o pro-

ducer organisation RAS and other RAS decsion makers and providsr

J

2. Producer arganisations in the agricultural innavation system

inmovation systams

Produce orgaisaions ply » Cucil ke a3 part of AIS. By advocatng for produces
= - s e, Pt ‘ot s, and sontiog Soviy wrvis o
n e s s e |Morwamn it e, e, ke
Crganisstions, are nneciad o 3l acios 1 ALS inciaing sarbusniss gaveimmants
T ot rovier of RAS i h
[ ]

89,05 = o oot of irerelied acors and e rsiutors et condion ther et

Thingh thar e A acor coniage o e knowigs s vt i socl
procssz. RUS provices by sreduce orgoristons ond it e, pubic

or gmw on;ansazms mmnhulz o sfleane S by foitong e

Farmers’ Forum , TIYF e N b
\_ J :

Discussions and Awarenss
==) Improved Livelihoods and Poverty Reduction

foro global para los servicios de asesoria rural



Farmer Organisations’ Role
in AIS and RAS

Organising the demand of RAS

Providing and Financing RAS at the
supply side

Contributing to M&E

Collaborating with partners in AIS and
RAS

Ensuring economic, social, and
environmental sustainability in RAS




How can FO Ensure that RAS
Respond to Members’ Needs?

= Jdentification of individual needs
= Exchange and prioritisation

» Formulation and
articulation of
demands

= Negotiations on RAS
= Feedback

« n© CRISP

=) Need for awareness, governance and capacity




Strengths of FOs in Providing RAS

Accountability to members:

= Demand orientation

= Unconditional, unbiased advise
= Impact on livelihoods

Complementary economic
services:

= Strong market related
RAS

Social capital:

,'(4\" Peer-learning, fairs




How can FOs Contribute to
Financing RAS?
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Co-financing
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Consciousness about value of RAS
Demand-orientation

Better results




Sustainability - Economic

Multi-functionalility of farmer organisations:
= Economic services m» Financing RAS
= Advocacy = Partnerships

Need to invest in:

= Reliability and high-quality RAS provision

= Results-orientation

= Benefits for all partners

= Administrative and organisational expertise
= Diversification and strategies for succession

global forum for rural advisory services
forum mondial pour le conseil rural
foro global para los servicios de asesoria rural




Sustainability - Social

Inclusion of all social groups:

= Household level: systemic view, awareness
raising, reflections

= Organisational level: degrees of inclusion and
separation

= System level: awareness raising, advocacy for




Sustainability - Environmental

= Jdentifying and responding to
producers’ concerns

= Focusing on increased
benefits and/or reduced costs

= Supporting mitigation of
environmental changes and
risks

= Embedding into other
activities
Awareness raising and
'W mcentlves




Monitoring and Evaluation

Participatory process:

= Simple, user friendly systems

= Use of the information for farmers

= Participatory tools for data
gathering

= Attractive forms with big
spaces, and pictures

= Communication: Remind
farmers of the data
e collection and follow-up
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Recommendations to
Farmer Organisations I

Advocate for farmer organisations’ in RAS
Improve governance and organisational
capacity

Invest in identification of needs and demands
Express demands clearly

Facilitate direct benefits of RAS while
following a longer-term vision

Invest in modules, updated approaches, and
attractive communication
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Recommendations to
Farmer Organisations 11

Ensure capacity strengthening for staff and
lead farmers

Develop mechanisms for financial
sustainability

Enhance linkages with other AIS actors
Include all social groups

Reflect environmental concerns

Devise appropriate systems for feedback
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Recommendations to
other AIS actors

Invest in capacity strengthening
Respond to articulated demands

Consider farmer organisations as partners,
invest in partnerships

Endorse transparency and provide clear
opportunities for change in partnerships

Establish and apply financial mechanisms that
correspond to producers’ demands and
consider sustainability aspects
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Recommendations to
GFRAS and international actors

= Continue advocacy and awareness raising for
pluralistic and demand-led RAS policies

= Evaluate, document, and disseminate good
practices in best-fit RAS

= Compile RAS methodologies and training
guides

= Foster monitoring of RAS

= Facilitate networking and exchange amongst
RAS providers

Work towards harmonised standards for RAS
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Thank You!

For more information
www.g-fras.org
WWW.g-fras.org/pos-in-ras
producers@g-fras.org

Subscribe to the mailing list at
WwWWw.g-fras.org/pos-in-ras



http://www.facebook.com/groups/114119455267152/
https://twitter.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/gfrassecretariat?feature=mhsn

