
 

 

 

 

 

Demanding and Supplying Effective Rural Advisory Services 

Farmer Organisations’ Role 

Invitation to the Side Event at the Farmers’ Forum 2014 

Thursday, 20 February, 14:00h-16:00h, Room C 300 (3rd floor wing C) 

 

Context and rationale 

Advocating for farmers’ interests, facilitating profitable economic activities, and providing 
advisory services that improve access and use of information, markets, networks and 
capacities – through these and other activities farmer organisations play a crucial role in 
promoting the well-being of their members. Their direct links to members and farmers’ 
realities are of high value for the entire innovation system, rural development, and poverty 
reduction. 

Rural advisory services (RAS1) provided by farmer organisations, other private and public 
actors, and NGOs, are essential to enable farmers to improve their practices, help them 
respond to emerging challenges, and articulate their demands in regards to agricultural 
innovations and policies. In a pluralistic RAS system, farmer organisations play a key role 
by organising the demand side of RAS, supplying RAS, and bringing their comparative 
advantages in the facilitation of peer-learning, testing of good practices, creation of 
partnerships, and complementation of RAS with economic activities and advocacy. In their 
role in RAS, farmer organisations face challenges such as: 

 Awareness raising on farmers’ crucial role in RAS and participation in policy 
development for RAS 

 Participatory identification and articulation of farmers’ demands related to RAS 
 Effective and efficient approaches for demand-oriented RAS 
 Management of farmer organisations and partnerships 
 Financing RAS 
 Inclusion of smallholder family farmers, women, and youth 
 Enhanced focus on environmental issues 
 Monitoring and evaluation of RAS in farmer organisations 

These issues have been identified and discussed at the 4th GFRAS Annual Meeting and a 
following e-collaboration amongst farmer organisation representatives affiliated with 

                                           

1 Rural advisory services, also called extension, are all the different activities that provide the information and 

services needed and demanded by farmers and other actors in rural settings to assist them in developing their 
own technical, organisational, and management skills and practices so as to improve their livelihoods and well-
being (http://www.g-fras.org/en/knowledge/documents/file/74-long-term-strategic-framework.html)  

http://www.g-fras.org/en/events/gfras-events/annual-meeting-germany-2013.html
http://www.g-fras.org/en/knowledge/documents/file/74-long-term-strategic-framework.html


 

 

GFRAS. Conclusions were collated in the discussion paper “Demanding and Supplying 
Effective Rural Advisory Services: Farmer Organisations’ Role”. During a side event at the 
Farmers’ Forum 2014, the paper will be presented and discussed. Participants will identify 
potential follow-up actions in different regions and how they can be implemented to 
strengthen farmer organisations’ voice and role, continue to enhance RAS, and thus 
contribute to effective agricultural innovation systems with the ultimate goad to improve 
farmers’ well-being. 

Objectives of the side event 

Farmer organisation-based affiliates of the Global Forum for Rural Advisory Services 
(GFRAS) and the Research and Extension Unit of the Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) have organised a side event on the role of farmer organisations in RAS at the 
Farmers’ Forum 2014 in Rome. The side event will lead to the following objectives: 

 Strengthened awareness and role of farmer organisations in RAS, particularly of 
smallholder family farmers and their organisations, at all levels; 

 Increased participation, voice, and recognition of farmer organisations in activities of 
the International Year of Family Farming and other fora; 

 Discussion of the paper “Demanding and Supplying Effective Rural Advisory Services: 
Farmer Organisations’ Role”. 

These results will contribute—through an increased articulation and consideration of 
farmers’ demands and needs—to more effective RAS and thus improved livelihoods of 
family farmers.  

Programme 

14:00  Opening and introduction 

14:30 Speed dating 

14:40 The role of farmer organisations in rural advisory services (input) 

15:00 Enhancing farmer organisations’ collaboration with and in RAS (discussion) 

16:00 Closing  

Expected participants 

Expected participants in the side event include representatives of the Farmers’ Forum, 
GFRAS affiliates from farmer organisations, GFAR and invited Rome-based agencies 
working in international agricultural development with an interest in RAS. 

Venue and date 

The side event will take place on Thursday, 20 February, 14:00h-16:00h at: 

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 
Room C 300 (3rd floor wing C) 
Via Paolo di Dono, 44 
00142 Rome, Italy 

http://www.g-fras.org/
http://www.fao.org/oek/en/

