
 

Follow-up of the 4th GFRAS Annual Meeting 
E-collaboration on the role of producer organisations in RAS 

 
Context and rationale 

Rural advisory services (RAS) are essential to enable farmers, especially family farmers, to 
improve their practices, help them respond to emerging challenges, and articulate their 
demands in regards to agricultural innovations and policies. The positive impact of RAS is 
well demonstrated globally1. 

FOs contribute to pluralism and demand orientation of RAS, which leads to increased 
accountability and effectiveness, and finally to better farmer livelihoods. Participants at the 
4th GFRAS Annual Meeting on the role of producer organisations in RAS concluded that: 

 Producer organisations play a key role in the supply of RAS. 
 Producer organisations are crucial in organising the demand side of RAS. 
 Producer organisations have comparative advantages in comparison to other RAS 

providers. 
 Producer organisations should overcome various limitations such as better inclusion of 

smallholder family farmers and women, and enhanced focus on environmental and 
social issues.  

 Producer organisations should raise awareness on farmers’ crucial role in RAS and 
participate in policy development. 

These conclusions and recommendations provide a basis for further discussions and 
awareness raising on the role of producer organisations in RAS. In this context, GFRAS and 
FAO, in collaboration with IFAD and the Farmers’ Forum, plan a side event on the role of 
farmer organisations in RAS at the Farmers’ Forum 2014 in Rome. 

In order to elaborate quality inputs to the Farmers Forum side event and its follow up, an 
e-collaboration will take place. 

Objectives and process 

Objectives 

 Reflect and enhance recommendations of the 4th GFRAS Annual Meeting in regards to 
the role of producer organisations in RAS 

 Elaborate a position for the Farmers’ Forum side event on the role of producer organi-
sations in RAS 

 Prepare key affiliates for awareness raising activities on the role of producer organisa-
tions on regional level 

Expected participants 
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 GFRAS affiliates from producer organisations (side event organising committee, mem-
bers of the Farmers’ Forum, participants in the 4th GFRAS Annual Meeting) 

 Regional and/or thematic GFRAS focal points 

Discussion materials 

 GFRAS Annual Meeting conclusions and recommendations on the role of producer or-
ganisations in RAS 

 GFRAS Annual Meeting summary and minutes 

Key questions 

 Do you agree with the key roles of producer organisations mentioned in the conclu-
sions? How can they be further elaborated and detailed? 

 Are there important roles of producer organisations that are not mentioned in the con-
clusions? 

 Are there available knowledge resources on the role of producer organisations in RAS? 
 Do you agree with the mentioned comparative advantages of producer organisations 

RAS? 
 Are there important advantages of producer organisations that are not mentioned in 

the conclusions? 
 How can the comparative advantages be better utilised? 
 Do you agree with the mentioned limitations and challenges of producer organisations 

RAS? 
 Are there important limitations and challenges of producer organisations that are not 

mentioned in the conclusions? 
 How can the limitations and challenges be overcome? 
 Do you agree with the mentioned recommendations to producer organisations to over-

come their limitations and challenges of producer organisations RAS? 
 Are there important recommendations to producer organisations that are not men-

tioned in the conclusions? 
 Who needs to give what support to producer organisations to overcome their limita-

tions and challenges? 

Timeline 

 First round to comment on the document: 6-17 December 2014, second round with 
specific follow-up questions: 13-22 January 


