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BIRTH

Professor Dixon Olutade Torimiro, a native of Isonyin in Ijebu North East Local Government Area within Ogun East Senatorial District of Ogun State, Nigeria was born on Saturday 19th of May, 1962 in Somolu, Lagos, Nigeria to Rev. (Dr.) Dixon Okunola Torimiro and Mrs. Olajumoke Torimiro-Oloyede.
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
He attended Lagos City Council Primary School, Fadeyi, Lagos State, Nigeria from 1968-1974. Abeokuta Grammar School, Abeokuta, Ogun State, Nigeria (1976 to 1981). He also attended School of Agriculture, Institute of Agricultural Research and Training, Akure, Ondo State, Nigeria between 1983 and 1985 where he obtained Diploma in General Agriculture. He gained admission to Ogun State University (now Olabisi Onabanjo University), Ago- Iwoye, Nigeria in 1985 from where he was awarded a Bachelor of Agriculture degree (Agricultural Extension and Rural Sociology) in 1990. He proceeded to Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile- Ife for his M.Sc degree (Agricultural Extension and Rural Sociology) in 1991/92 session on a Federal Government Scholarship, which he obtained in 1995 and also bagged his Ph.D. (Agricultural Extension and Rural Sociology) from the same institution in 1999. He won the Laureateship of the Child and Youth Studies Institute of the Council for Development of Social Science Research in Africa, Dakar in 2004 and he was awarded a Certificate in Child and Youth Studies. 
ACADEMIC & PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Professor Torimiro started his academic career as a Lecturer III (part-time) in the Department of Agricultural Management and Extension, Lagos State Polytechnic, Ikorodu, Nigeria in 1993. He later joined the services of the Ogun State University’s Department of Agricultural Extension and Rural Sociology as an Assistant Lecturer in February, 1995 and rose to Lecturer II position in 1998. After his Ph.D., he withdrew his service for Obafemi Awolowo University’s Department of Agricultural Extension and Rural Sociology in March, 1999 where he rose through the ranks to the position of a Professor with effect from 1st October, 2009. He was a visiting Associate Professor in the Department of Agricultural Economics and Extension, Federal University of Technology, Akure, Nigeria from October 2008 – December, 2009; he was on research/training meeting at Cape Breton University, Nova Scotia, Canada from April 28 – May 18, 2013 as an Associate Researcher/Extension Specialist on NICAN Veg Project. At the height of his academic career, Professor Dixon Olutade Torimiro delivered his Inaugural Lecture entitled: “Who will bring farm children back to the farm?” in May 28, 2013, which was well celebrated in different Nigeria’s news media and presided over by the Vice-Chancellor (Professor Tale Omole) of the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife.  He is currently a visiting Professor in the Department of Agricultural Economics, Extension and Education, Botswana College of Agriculture, Gaborone from June 3, 2013 to-date.
Professor Torimiro has been actively engaged in teaching, research and community service.

He taught courses such as social psychology in extension, on-farm demonstration, leadership and group dynamics in extension, supervision and administration in extension, agricultural extension communication and methods, organisation of youth and women programme, rural community organisation, application of sociology to rural problems, comparative extension education, intermediate sociological theory, leadership in community programmes, extension records and gender, environment and agriculture, at both the undergraduate and graduate degree levels. Professor Torimiro has also successfully supervised over 10 Higher National Diploma  (HND) Agricultural Extension Projects, 85 B. Agric. Projects, 20 Postgraduate Diploma Projects, 5 M.Sc./M.Phil and 6 Ph.D dissertation/theses.
Professor Torimiro’s research interests have spanned such areas as children/ youth studies in rural communities, rural community development and extension, innovation adoption studies, impact assessment of agricultural development projects and gender and sustainable development issues in agriculture. 

Professor Torimiro has published extensively in both local and international reputable academic outlets and is the author or co-author of over 100 scientific papers, made up of books, edited books and chapters in books, journal articles, conference proceedings and technical reports to-date. 
Professor Torimiro has contributed to university administration in different capacities. He  Chaired Departmental Seminars Co-ordinating Committee (1999 to 2004), Departmental Chair and Representative, Faculty Postgraduate Committee (2004 to 2006, 2010- 2013), Chairman, Departmental Examination Coordinator (1999 to 2004), Member, Faculty Board of Agriculture (1999 to date), Member, Faculty Examination Coordination Committee (1999-2004), Member of Ad-hoc Committee  on Faculty Development (1999), Faculty Farm Staff Review Committee (2001 to 2009), Member, Faculty of Agriculture Review Committee (2003 to 2004; 2006 to 2008, 2009-date), Associate Editor, Ife Journal of Agriculture (2004 to 2008), Member, Faculty Board of Studies (2004 to 2008, 2010- 2013), Member, Taskforce on University Accreditation (2011), Dean’s Representative, College Board of Health Sciences, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife (2002 to 2004), Deputy Coordinator, Gender Sensitization and Mainstreaming, Faculty of Agriculture, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife (2004 to 2011), Member, Review Panel, I.A.R. & T., Moore Plantation, Ibadan (2006 to 2008), Acting Head, Department of Agricultural Extension and Rural Development (2006-2008). Member, Faculty Review & Selection Panel, Faculty of Environmental Design & Management, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria (2010 to 2013), Chairman, Special Committee for Inventory of Teaching and Research Farm, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria (2012) and Member, Special Committee for Restructuring of Teaching and Research Farm, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria (2012) and  Member of University Senate (2011- date). 
Professor Torimiro participated in the German Government’s sponsored 21st International Training Workshop for Rural Youth Leaders held in 2002, at the Bavarian Farmers’ Union Training Centre, in Herrsching, Germany under the patronship of the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) which led to the initiation of the African Centre for Rural Youth Empowerment (ACRYE) since 2004 - his action plan for Nigeria. He is the Chairman, Board of trustees of the Centre. He won the CODESRIA’s Multinational Working Group grant on Citizenship and Identity in Contemporary Africa to conduct a study on ethno-cultural relations and nomadic youth identity transformation among the Fulani settlers in Osun state, Nigeria in 2005. He was a grantee of the Association of African Universities (AAU)/Department for International Development (DFID), UK and led a collaborative research between Crawford University, Igbesa, Nigeria and Botswana College of Agriculture in modeling rural school based young animators for an enhanced and sustainable usage of ICTs in farming communities of Nigeria and Botswana (2010-2011). He was also a lead agricultural extensionist on a sister project of AAU/DFID, UK in on-farm popularization of sunflower intercropping with arable crops production for poverty alleviation among the smallholder farmers in Nigeria and Botswana (2010-2011). He is an associate scientist and lead agricultural extensionist on IDRC/CIDA, Canada collaborative project between University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Canada, Cape Breton University, Sydney, Canada, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria and Osun State University, Osogbo, Nigeria on sustainable production and utilization of underutilized Nigerian Vegetables to enhance rural food security (2011-2014). He has also served as external examiner at the University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Federal University of Technology, Akure, Olabisi Onabanjo University, Aiyetoro-Campus, University of Benin, Benin, Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta and Bowen University, Iwo. He is on the Editorial board of and reviewer to many local and international academic Journals. He has attended many learned conferences locally and internationally.
PUBLIC & COMMUNITY SERVICES
Professor Torimiro has also contributed in the area of public/community service. He was appointed Returning Officer for Obokun Local Government Area by Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) of Nigeria in 2011 national election, Agricultural Extension Consultant to Ondo State Government of Nigeria in recruiting Agricultural Extension Officers for Ondo State Civil Service Commission under the auspices of ABC Agricultural Systems Ltd. (May 25 – June 11, 2008), Executive Consultant to Justice, Development and Peace Commission (JDPC), Ijebu Ode, Nigeria in developing Strategic Plan (2010 – 2012) in July, 2009. He was appointed a short term national consultant for World Bank on Gender Fadama Research in Nigeria in 2013. He is the initiator of the National Research and Development Network of Children and Youth in Agriculture Programme in Nigeria (CYIAP-Network), 1997; African Centre for Rural Youth Empowerment (ACRYE), 2004; and Young Animators Club (YAC) in Nigeria and Botswana, 2012. All these initiatives are focusing on youth vis-à-vis rural community and agricultural development. He has served as a facilitator or co- organizer of several capacity building and empowerment workshops or academic conferences locally and internationally.
MEMBERSHIP OF PROFESSIONAL BODIES AND AWARDS

Professor Torimiro belongs to many local and international professional bodies, including the Agricultural Extension Society of Nigeria (AESON), Nigerian Rural Sociological Association (NRSA), International Rural Network (IRN), Scotland, National Research and Development Network of Children and Youth in Agriculture Programme (CYIAP-Network) in Nigeria (where he is a life member and the current President), Council for Development of Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA), Senegal and Union of African Population Studies (UAPS), Tanzania..

As a mark of research achievement, Professor Torimiro was awarded the membership of College of Research Associates, United Nations University’s Institute of Natural Resources in Africa (UNU/INRA) in June, 2002. In 2004, he was recognized by Olabisi Onabanjo University’s College of Agricultural Sciences as a notable alumnus of the institution. In 2005, he was honoured with a membership of Research Board of Advisors of the American Biographical Institute, Raleigh, USA. Also, in recognition of his contribution to child and youth development in rural communities of Nigeria, he was given an award of excellence by the Nigerian Association of Agricultural Students (NAAS), Osun State University Chapter in 2011. Also, in the same year, Professor Torimiro was celebrated with an award of recognition as the first alumnus of the Ogun State University (now Olabisi Onabanjo University)’s College of Agricultural Sciences to bag a Ph.D. and first to be pronounced a Professor. In September 25, 2012, he was given an award of excellence by Crawford University, Igbesa, Ogun State, Nigeria for his outstanding contribution to research efforts and grantsmanship.
RELIGIOUS LIFE
Dixon Olutade Torimiro came across The Apostolic Faith Church in Ijebu Igbo through his classmate during his undergraduate days in Ogun State University, Ago-Iwoye, Nigeria. He was invited to a revival service in Ijebu Igbo in one of the Sunday evenings and there he prayed to Salvation of his soul in February 7, 1988 and the following Sunday February 14 he had the experience of Sanctification and later in August the same year he was filled with Holy Ghost. In 1991 camp-meeting during his National Youth Service with the Church at Lagos, he partook in Water Baptism. He joined the Association of Visiting Secretaries of the Church the same year.  In 1996, he was appointed a Sunday School Teacher and in 1997 he was appointed a Minister. In November, 2011 he was appointed a member of the Management of the Apostolic Faith Church, Osun District, Nigeria as the Head of Youth Development Directorate, the position he later handed over for logistic and health reasons.

MARITAL LIFE

Professor Dixon Olutade Torimiro happily married to Mrs. Mojisola Helen Torimiro (Nee Jegede) in June 22, 1995 in Apostolic Faith Church, Ebute-Meta, Lagos, Nigeria and they are blessed with two children- Ayoola and Timilehin.

HOBBIES 

Professor Torimiro enjoys reading, poem writing, photography, video recording, browsing and sightseeing. He has visited and participated in research and academic conferences in some countries of the world amongst which are Germany, Canada, Senegal, Benin Republic, Ghana, Tanzania, Kenya, Ethiopia, Botswana, South Africa and Uganda.
