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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Grasslands stretch across the planet, their apparent simplicity 
masking their ecological, climatic and social importance and 
complexity. These undervalued and overlooked landscapes are 
fundamental to planetary and human health. Protecting them is 
not merely an urgent mandate; it is central to numerous global 
challenges. Realizing the hidden value of grasslands provides 
an opportunity to bolster environmental stability and human 
development in the crucial decades ahead.

Across the globe, grasslands take on different forms, each with 
unique human and wildlife communities. The Eurasian Steppe, home 
to nomadic pastoralists, supports wildlife such as the critically 
endangered Saiga antelope. In Africa's savannahs, indigenous 
communities coexist with iconic species like lions and elephants. 
North America's Great Plains, once grazed by vast bison herds, 
has long sustained Native Americans and more recently ranching 
communities. South America's Pampas, known for its vast plains, is 
crucial for bird species like the rhea. Each ecoregion demonstrates an 
intricate balance between the people and wildlife relying on them.

In addition to providing crucial ecological habitats and food 
and income for over 1 billion people, including some of the most 
marginalized communities around the world, grasslands play a crucial 
role in climate stability, storing over 30% of the world's carbon stocks. 
They also make substantial contributions to freshwater regulation, 
soil preservation, and other ecosystem services essential for the 
proper functioning of the planet.

Despite their importance, these ecosystems are under threat. Half 
of the world's grasslands have already suffered some degree of 
degradation, and the risks are on the rise. The main challenges include 
�­�æ�+�ð�Æ�7���4�7�+�­�����Æ���
�R�Ð�+�.�ð���
�����.�7�Æ�ì���­�.���	���
���Æ�+���(�(�ð�
�æ���(�+�­�Æ�4�ð�Æ�Ð�.�����ð�
�4�Ð�
�.�ð�e�Ð�Ì��
livestock grazing and the replacement of native grass species with 
non-native counterparts in pastures. 

���Ì�Ì�ð�4�ð���
�­�����å�­�Æ�4���+�.�����ð���Ð���S�����Ì�Y���(���­�
�4���Ð�
�Æ�+���­�Æ�ì�	�Ð�
�4�����e�+�Ð���.�7�(�(�+�Ð�.�.�ð���
����
and ongoing development are exacerbating the decline. Climate-
induced changes have the potential to further disturb the delicate 
ecological balance of grasslands.
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1.  
INTRODUCTION 

Grasslands, including savannahs, shrublands, steppes, 
rangelands, prairies, veld, llano, pampas and meadows, stretch 
across the globe covering vast territories, encompassing 
biological and cultural diversity. These expansive, adaptable 
and resilient landscapes are of profound ecological and social 
importance; their apparent simplicity can obscure the multitude 
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Grassland, Indonesia. 
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2.  
GRASSLANDS:  
DEFINITIONS, LOCATION AND 
COMMUNITIES

DEFINITIONS AND TERMS
There are many types of grass and shrub-dominated 
landscapes, found under terms such as grasslands, savannahs, 
shrublands, steppes, rangelands, drylands, prairies, veld, llano, 
pampas and meadows. This variation exists as grasslands are 
found in diverse regions, each with unique geological, climatic, 
and ecological traits, uses and cultural distinctions.

�T�­�
�Y���æ�+�­�.�.�Ð�.���­�+�Ð���­�Å���Ð���4�����S�ð�4�ì�.�4�­�
�Ì���Ð�X�4�+�Ð�	�Ð���Æ���ð�	�­�4�Ð�����e�+�Ð���­�
�Ì���æ�+�­�a�ð�
�æ����
�S�ì�ð�Æ�ì���.�Ð�+�R�Ð���­�.�����ð�	�ð�4�ð�
�æ���å�­�Æ�4���+�.���å���+���4�ì�Ð���æ�+���S�4�ì���­�
�Ì���(�Ð�+�.�ð�.�4�Ð�
�Æ�Ð�����å���S�����Ì�Y��
vegetation.�â Low rainfall also suppresses tree growth.4���O���Æ�­���ð�a�Ð�Ì���­�
�Ì��
�Æ���	�(���Ð�X���ð�
�4�Ð�+�­�Æ�4�ð���
�.���Å�Ð�4�S�Ð�Ð�
���.���ð�������
�7�4�+�ð�Ð�
�4�.�����S�­�4�Ð�+�����æ�+�­�a�ð�
�æ�����e�+�Ð���­�
�Ì��
�Æ���ð�	�­�4�Ð���­�������ð�
�f�7�Ð�
�Æ�Ð���4�ì�Ð���+�Ð���­�4�ð�R�Ð���(�+���(���+�4�ð���
�.�����å���æ�+�­�.�.�Ð�.�����.�ì�+�7�Å�.���­�
�Ì��
�S�����Ì�Y���(���­�
�4�.���ð�
���4�ì�Ð�.�Ð�����(�Ð�
���­�
�Ì���æ�+�­�.�.�-�Ì���	�ð�
�­�
�4�����­�
�Ì�.�Æ�­�(�Ð�.����

�}�ì�Ð���	�7���4�ð�4�7�Ì�Ð�����å���4�Ð�+�	�.���å���+���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.���(�+�Ð�.�Ð�
�4�.���Å�­�+�+�ð�Ð�+�.���4�����Æ���
�.�ð�.�4�Ð�
�4��
�Ì�Ð�e�
�ð�4�ð���
�.�����Ì�­�4�­���Æ�������Ð�Æ�4�ð���
�����­�
�Ì���+�Ð�Æ���æ�
�ð�4�ð���
�����å���4�ì�Ð�ð�+���4�+�7�Ð���Ð�X�4�Ð�
�4���­�
�Ì��
value.�ä���}�ì�Ð���R�­�+�ð�Ð�Ì���4�Ð�+�	�ð�
�������æ�Y���+�Ð�f�Ð�Æ�4�.���4�ì�Ð���ì�Ð�4�Ð�+���æ�Ð�
�Ð�ð�4�Y�����å���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì��
�4�Y�(�Ð�.���­�
�Ì���4�ì�Ð�ð�+���(���­�
�4���Æ���	�(���.�ð�4�ð���
�.���S���+���Ì�S�ð�Ì�Ð�����}�ì�ð�.���	�­���Ð�.���ð�4���ì�­�+�Ì���4����
�(�Ð�+�Æ�Ð�ð�R�Ð���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.���­�.���­���.�ð�
�æ���Ð�����7�
�ð�e�Ð�Ì���Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	���4�Y�(�Ð�����A�
���Æ���
�4�+�­�.�4����
�å���+�Ð�.�4�.�����Ì�Ð�.�(�ð�4�Ð���4�ì�Ð�ð�+���Ì�ð�R�Ð�+�.�ð�4�Y�����4�Ð�
�Ì���4�����Å�Ð���.�Ð�Ð�
���	���+�Ð���Æ���ì�Ð�.�ð�R�Ð���Y����
�.�ð�	�(���ð�å�Y�ð�
�æ���Æ���	�	�7�
�ð�Æ�­�4�ð���
���­�Å���7�4���4�ì�Ð�ð�+���æ�����Å�­�����ð�	�(���+�4�­�
�Æ�Ð���­�
�Ì���4�ì�+�Ð�­�4�.����
�€�
�ð�e�Ð�Ì���Æ���	�(�+�Ð�ì�Ð�
�.�ð���
�����å���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.���Æ�­�
���ì�Ð���(���Å�+�ð�
�æ���4�ì�Ð�ð�+���.�ð�æ�
�ð�e�Æ�­�
�Æ�Ð��
into focus.

Grasslands, 
shrublands, and 
savannahs cover 

49% 

of the global 
terrestrial surface. i
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Prairie landscape. 
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MAPPING 
Area calculated based on MODIS land cover collection 6 using Google 
Earth Engine and Google Collab for the year 2020

Classes Area (km2) Percentage (%)*

�Q Closed shrubland �ä�ä�ß���è�å�è �ß���ã

�Q �Z�(�Ð�
���.�ì�+�7�Å���­�
�Ì �à�â���á�è�å���å�ç�è �è���à

�Q Woody savannah �à�à���ã�è�è���â�ß�ç �æ���è

�Q Savannah �à�ä���è�è�è���ã�á�ç �à�à���ß

�Q Grassland �â�ß���ä�æ�â���è�ä�å �á�ß���ã
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES
Grasslands are home to broad and 
diverse communities, including many 
indigenous groups whose livelihoods, 
cultures and traditions are inextricably 
linked to these ecosystems. The 
majority of people living in grasslands 
are found in dryland areas, where 
grazing livestock is the primary source 
of food and income. 
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RIGHT: A Borana woman with her goats, Borana, 
Ethiopia. 

(Photo: ILRI\Zerihun Sewunet)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ilri/9770662005/in/photostream/


The Namaqualand 
pastoralists  of South 
Africa daily herd their 
goats and sheep out 
into the rangelands 
before bringing their 
herds back to the 
homesteads at night.

The Maasai of northern Tanzania 
and southern Kenya primarily lead a 
nomadic lifestyle, relying on cattle, 
sheep, and goats. Grazing rights are 
managed within territorial patterns, 
overseen by local pastoral camps 
(boma).

The indigenous Borana 
pastoralists  live primarily in south 
Ethiopia, north eastern Kenya and 
Somalia. They are semi-nomadic 
or nomadic, raising camels, cattle, 
goats, and sheep and are experts 
at raising livestock in a system of 
semi-sedentary agriculture and 
managing water resources in arid 
and semi-arid regions. 

Great Plains Cattle Ranchers: 
Nearly half of all beef cattle 
raised in the United States 
spend some, or all, of their 
lives grazing in the iconic 
North American Great Plains, 
sometimes alongside native 
ungulates such as elk, deer, 
and bison.

The Sicangu Oyate is a Lakota 
Sioux tribe located in South 
Dakota, USA that has reintroduced 
bison to the land. The revival 
of bison herds grazing on tribal 
lands supports efforts to restore 
the balance of ecosystems and 
rejuvenate traditional practices.

The Gran Chaco Herders live year-round 
in one place while tending to mobile herds 
of sheep, goats, and cattle. About 10,500 
households with cattle, sheep, goats, 
and pigs engage in this type of localized 
agropastoralism in the Gran Chaco, an 
arid, subtropical area of savannahs and 
low forests covering parts of Argentina, 
Paraguay, Bolivia and Brazil.

Mongolian Nomads: Mongolia is 
renowned for its expansive steppe 
landscapes and its nomadic herding 
communities. At the core of Mongol 
pastoralism lies the herding camp, a 
central economic unit formed by two 
to six households who jointly oversee 
�4�ì�Ð�ð�+���f���Æ���.�����(�+�ð�	�­�+�ð���Y���ì���+�.�Ð�.�����Y�­������
sheep and goats.

EXAMPLES OF PASTORALIST 
COMMUNITIES
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Hutsul: The Hutsul, an 
East Slavic ethnic group in 
Eastern Carpathians herd 
their sheep on mountain 
meadows during the 
summer months. The 
sheep’s milk is used to 
create traditional dairy 
products.

�}�ì�Ð�.�Ð���Ð�X�­�	�(���Ð�.���­�+�Ð���å�+���	���4�ì�Ð���ð�
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World Map of Pastoralists produced by 
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Pastoralists and partners.
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https://www.pastoralpeoples.org/pastoralist-map/


NATURE: BIODIVERSITY AND 
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES

Biodiversity and Wildlife 
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in nutrient cycling. Below the surface, interactions 
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Grassland, shrubland and 
savannah account for nearly 
a third (6.8 million km2) of Key 
Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) 
globally.8

3.  
VALUE AND BENEFITS

These vast open spaces hold immense ecological, economic, 
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and foster the connectivity essential for wildlife movement and 
migration, plant seed dispersal, and overall ecosystem health. 
Beyond their abundant biodiversity, grasslands play a pivotal 
role in carbon storage, water regulation, and soil preservation. 
Unconverted grasslands are fundamental to global food security 
and make substantial contributions to national economies. 
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populations and more recently settled farming and ranching 
communities.
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ABOVE: Plains-
wanderer (Pedionomus 
torquatus). 

Photo: Wikipedia
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Herd of elephants, African savannah.

(Photo: Mint Images/Envato)



Regulating Water 
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During periods of heavy rainfall, grasslands play a vital role in absorbing 
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Stabilizing Soil 
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CLIMATE: MITIGATION AND ADAPTATION 

Mitigation 

It is estimated that  

34% 

of the world’s 
terrestrial carbon 
stocks are held in 
grasslands, primarily 
in the soil. These 
stocks may also be 
more stable than 
biological carbon in 
forests. 16

Grasslands play a vital, but under-
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Pampas grasslands, Argentina.

(Photo: Envato)



SOIL CARBON MEASUREMENT 
Despite advances in understanding the 
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grassland soil carbon is stored in deeper subsoil 
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and understanding of grasslands’ role in carbon 
sequestration.

Adaptation 

Avoiding conversion 
of grasslands could 
prevent up to 

4.25 
gigatons  
of emissions globally 
 by 2050.17
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PEOPLE: FOOD, INCOME & CULTURE
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Grasslands provide livelihoods  
for  over 800 million people.25

Semi-natural 
grasslands:

53 tonnes of 
carbon per 
hectare (C/ha) 

Managed 
grasslands: 

50 tonnes of 
carbon per 
hectare (C/ha) 6

Average soil organic carbon 
content (30 cm depth):
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Bison bull , Waterton Lakes 
National Park, Canada. 

(Photo: Envato)



MAPPING LOSS AND DEGRADATION OF GRASSLAND: 
THE CHALLENGES 

Grassland degradation is typically described as a situation where 
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degradation. 
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4.  
THREATS AND 
PRESSURES

Although globally extensive, grasslands 
are one of the most at-risk biomes due to 
�.�ð�æ�
�ð�e�Æ�­�
�4�������.�.�����ð�
�­�Ì�Ð�*�7�­�4�Ð���(�+���4�Ð�Æ�4�ð���
��
and inappropriate or absent management.1 
A number of human activities are driving 
grassland degradation and these are 
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�Ì���­�4���+�ð�.�������å���ð�+�+�Ð�R�Ð�+�.�ð�Å���Ð���Ì�Ð�æ�+�­�Ì�­�4�ð���
���­�
�Ì�����­�+�æ�Ð�-
�.�Æ�­���Ð���R�Ð�æ�Ð�4�­�4�ð���
���Æ�ì�­�
�æ�Ð�.���Æ�­�
�����Æ�Æ�7�+���'�.�7�Æ�ì���­�.��
�Å�7�.�ì���Ð�
�Æ�+���­�Æ�ì�	�Ð�
�4�����+���.���ð�����Ð�+���.�ð���
�(���ð�	�(�­�Æ�4�ð�
�æ��
�4�ì�Ð���(�+���R�ð�.�ð���
�����å���Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	���.�Ð�+�R�ð�Æ�Ð�.�����7���4�ð�	�­�4�Ð���Y��
affecting livelihoods and biodiversity. 

21 

of the world’s 
grassland 
ecoregions are 
less than 20% 
intact. 30

Approximately 

50% 

of natural 
grassland 
worldwide has 
been degraded to 
some extent.30

Only 

4.6% 

of natural 
temperate 
grasslands are 
protected. 31
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Agriculture 
�:�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�������.�.���ð�.���(�+�ð�	�­�+�ð���Y���Ì�+�ð�R�Ð�
���Å�Y���Æ���
�R�Ð�+�.�ð���
���4�����Æ�+���(���(�+���Ì�7�Æ�4�ð���
���Å�Y��
�­�æ�+�ð�Å�7�.�ð�
�Ð�.�.���å���+���Æ���	�	���Ì�ð�4�ð�Ð�.���.�7�Æ�ì���­�.���S�ì�Ð�­�4�����.���Y�����Æ���+�
�����­�
�Ì���Æ���4�4���
���á 
�T���
���Æ�7���4�7�+�Ð���Æ�+���(���(���­�
�4�ð�
�æ�.���­�+�Ð���ð�
�Æ�+�Ð�­�.�ð�
�æ���Y���4�­���ð�
�æ�����R�Ð�+�����­�
�Ì���4�ì�­�4��
�(�+�Ð�R�ð���7�.���Y���.�7�(�(���+�4�Ð�Ì���Æ���	�(���Ð�X���
�­�4�ð�R�Ð���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì���Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	�.�����9�Ð�+�4�ð���ð�a�Ð�+��
�+�7�
���å�å���­�
�Ì���­�4�	���.�(�ì�Ð�+�ð�Æ���
�7�4�+�ð�Ð�
�4���Ì�Ð�(���.�ð�4�ð���
���	�­�Y���å�7�+�4�ì�Ð�+���Ì�Ð�Æ�+�Ð�­�.�Ð��
�Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	���.�Ð�+�R�ð�Æ�Ð�.���â�â���}�ì�Ð���+�Ð�(���­�Æ�Ð�	�Ð�
�4�����å���
�­�4�7�+�­�������+���
�­�4�ð�R�Ð���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.��
�S�ð�4�ì���	���+�Ð���­�æ�+�ð�Æ�7���4�7�+�­�����Y���(�+���Ì�7�Æ�4�ð�R�Ð�����
���
�-�
�­�4�ð�R�Ð���.�(�Ð�Æ�ð�Ð�.���å���+���Æ�­�4�4���Ð��
�+�­�
�Æ�ì�ð�
�æ���­�
�Ì���å���Ì�Ì�Ð�+���(�+���Ì�7�Æ�4�ð���
���­���.�����Æ���	�(�+���	�ð�.�Ð�.���4�ì�Ð�.�Ð���Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	�.����
Policies designed to safeguard forests have often unintentionally 
�(�7�.�ì�Ð�Ì���­�æ�+�ð�Æ�7���4�7�+�­�����Ð�X�(�­�
�.�ð���
���ð�
�4�����4�ì�Ð�����Ð�.�.���(�+���4�Ð�Æ�4�Ð�Ì���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.����
�+�Ð�.�7���4�ð�
�æ���ð�
���S�ì�­�4�8�.�����
���S�
���­�.���5���Ð�­���­�æ�Ð���6��

�}�ì�Ð���(�+���þ�Ð�Æ�4�Ð�Ì���å�ß�f���ð�
�Æ�+�Ð�­�.�Ð���ð�
���­�æ�+�ð�Æ�7���4�7�+�­�����(�+���Ì�7�Æ�4�ð���
���4�����	�Ð�Ð�4���å�7�4�7�+�Ð��
�å�����Ì���Ì�Ð�	�­�
�Ì�.���(���.�Ð�.���­���Æ���
�.�ð�Ì�Ð�+�­�Å���Ð���Æ�ì�­�����Ð�
�æ�Ð���å���+���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.�����}�ì�Ð�ð�+��
�Ð�X�(�­�
�.�Ð�.���­�
�Ì���.�7�ð�4�­�Å�ð���ð�4�Y���å���+���Æ�+���(���Æ�7���4�ð�R�­�4�ð���
���	�­���Ð���4�ì�Ð�	���(�+�ð�	�Ð���4�­�+�æ�Ð�4�.��
�å���+���­�æ�+�ð�Æ�7���4�7�+�­�����Ð�X�(�­�
�.�ð���
���â�ã���â�ä

Since 
1970 

bird populations 
in grasslands have 
undergone the 
�	���.�4���.�ð�æ�
�ð�e�Æ�­�
�4��
declines compared 
to those in any 
other terrestrial 
biome.36

Nearly half of the 
Cerrado in Brazil has 
been converted into 
farmland, with native 
vegetation being 
replaced by crops 
such as soy, cotton, 
and corn.58

10
million  

acres of 
grasslands were 
lost between 2016 
and 2020 in the 
Great Plains.37

Alteration of grazing regimes 

From 
1961 to 
2017 

livestock density 
in Mongolia 
has more than 
tripled. 38

�}�ì�Ð���ð�
�4�Ð�
�.�ð�e�Æ�­�4�ð���
�����å�����ð�R�Ð�.�4���Æ�����æ�+�­�a�ð�
�æ���ð�.��
�.�Ð�R�Ð�+�Ð���Y���Ì�Ð�æ�+�­�Ì�ð�
�æ���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì���Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	�.��
�­�+���7�
�Ì���4�ì�Ð���S���+���Ì�����A�
���	�­�
�Y���­�+�Ð�­�.�����4�ì�Ð��
�	���Å�ð���ð�4�Y�����å���(�­�.�4���+�­���ð�.�4���ì�Ð�+�Ì�.���ì�­�.���Å�Ð�Ð�
��
restricted by changes in land tenure and 
�æ�+���S�ð�
�æ���+�Ð���ð�­�
�Æ�Ð�����
���.�Ð�Ì�Ð�
�4�­�+�Y���å�­�+�	�ð�
�æ��
�	���Ì�Ð���.�������4���4�ì�Ð���.�­�	�Ð���4�ð�	�Ð�����Ð�X�(�­�
�Ì�ð�
�æ��
���ð�R�Ð�.�4���Æ�����­�
�Ì���Ì�­�ð�+�Y���	�­�+���Ð�4�.���ì�­�R�Ð��
�ð�
�Æ�Ð�
�4�ð�R�ð�a�Ð�Ì���7�
�.�7�.�4�­�ð�
�­�Å���Ð���ð�
�Æ�+�Ð�­�.�Ð�.��
�S�ð�4�ì���7�4���(�+���(�Ð�+���­�Ì�þ�7�.�4�	�Ð�
�4�.���4�����.�4���Æ���ð�
�æ��
�+�­�4�Ð�.�����+���æ�+�­�a�ð�
�æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	�.�����}�ì�ð�.���Æ���	�Å�ð�
�­�4�ð���
��
���å���+�Ð�Ì�7�Æ�Ð�Ì���ì�Ð�+�Ì���	���R�Ð�	�Ð�
�4���­�
�Ì��
�ð�
�4�Ð�
�.�ð�e�Æ�­�4�ð���
���ð�.�����Ð�­�Ì�ð�
�æ���4�������R�Ð�+�æ�+�­�a�ð�
�æ����
particularly where indigenous sustainable 
practices have been displaced. 

Afforestation 
�����ð�	�­�4�Ð���Æ�ì�­�
�æ�Ð���	�ð�4�ð�æ�­�4�ð���
���Ð�å�å���+�4�.�����å�4�Ð�
���(�+�ð���+�ð�4�ð�a�Ð���Æ�­�+�Å���
���.�4���+�­�æ�Ð���ð�
��
�4�+�Ð�Ð�.�����R�Ð�+���4�ì�­�4���ð�
���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.�����9�7�+�4�ì�Ð�+�	���+�Ð�����4�ì�Ð���(�+�­�Æ�4�ð�Æ�Ð�����å���­�å�å���+�Ð�.�4�­�4�ð���
��
�/���(���­�
�4�ð�
�æ���4�+�Ð�Ð�.���ð�
�����(�Ð�
���Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	�.���S�ì�Ð�+�Ð���4�ì�Ð�Y���Ì�����
���4���
�­�4�7�+�­�����Y�����Æ�Æ�7�+��
�-���ì�­�.���Å�Ð�Æ���	�Ð���	���+�Ð���S�ð�Ì�Ð�.�(�+�Ð�­�Ì���S�ð�4�ì���­���
�7�	�Å�Ð�+�����å���Æ���
�.�Ð�*�7�Ð�
�Æ�Ð�.���â�è �â�á���ã�ß 
�}�ì�ð�.���ð�.���Ì�7�Ð���4�����R�­�+�ð���7�.���Æ���	�(���Ð�X���å�­�Æ�4���+�.�����ð�
�Æ���7�Ì�ð�
�æ���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.���	�ð�.�4�­���Ð�
��
�å���+���Ì�Ð�å���+�Ð�.�4�Ð�Ì���­�+�Ð�­�.�����­�
�Ì���Ð�Æ���
���	�ð�Æ���Ì�Ð�	�­�
�Ì���å���+���ì�ð�æ�ì�Ð�+�-�R�­���7�Ð���S�����Ì��
�(�+���Ì�7�Æ�4�.�����}�ì�Ð���	�ð�.�4�­���Ð�
���(�Ð�+�Æ�Ð�(�4�ð���
���4�ì�­�4���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.���­�+�Ð�����Ð�.�.���R�­���7�­�Å���Ð��
�4�ì�­�
�����4�ì�Ð�+���Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	�.���ì�­�.���å�7�+�4�ì�Ð�+���Ð�X�­�Æ�Ð�+�Å�­�4�Ð�Ì���4�ì�ð�.���4�+�Ð�
�Ì��41 �ã�á �ã�â 
�A�
�Æ�+�Ð�­�.�ð�
�æ���4�+�Ð�Ð���Æ���R�Ð�+���ð�.���­���Æ�+�ð�4�ð�Æ�­�����Æ���ð�	�­�4�Ð���Æ�ì�­�
�æ�Ð���	�ð�4�ð�æ�­�4�ð���
���.�4�+�­�4�Ð�æ�Y��
�Å�7�4���­�å�å���+�Ð�.�4�­�4�ð���
���Ð�å�å���+�4�.���	�7�.�4���+�Ð�Æ���æ�
�ð�a�Ð���­�
�Ì���(�+���4�Ð�Æ�4���4�ì�Ð���ì�ð�æ�ì���.���Æ�ð���-
�Ð�Æ�������æ�ð�Æ�­�����R�­���7�Ð�����å���Ð�X�ð�.�4�ð�
�æ���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.��44 30
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Invasive species 
�}�ì�Ð���Ð�
�Æ�+���­�Æ�ì�	�Ð�
�4�����å���ð�
�R�­�.�ð�R�Ð���.�(�Ð�Æ�ð�Ð�.��
including native woody plants into 
�æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.���ð�.���ð�
�f�7�Ð�
�Æ�Ð�Ì���Å�Y���­���	�7���4�ð�4�7�Ì�Ð��
of factors that can vary greatly by 
�+�Ð�æ�ð���
�������4�	���.�(�ì�Ð�+�ð�Æ���Æ�ì�­�
�æ�Ð�.�����.�7�Æ�ì���­�.��
�ð�
�Æ�+�Ð�­�.�Ð�Ì�����Z�á and nitrogen levels, and 
�.�ì�ð�å�4�.���ð�
���Æ���ð�	�­�4�Ð���­�
�Ì���+�­�ð�
�å�­�������(�­�4�4�Ð�+�
�.��
�Æ���
�4�+�ð�Å�7�4�Ð���4�����4�ì�ð�.���(�ì�Ð�
���	�Ð�
���
���ã�ä���ã�å 

���Å�.�Ð�
�Æ�Ð�����å���e�+�Ð�.�������+���ð�
�4�Ð�
�4�ð���
�­����
�.�7�(�(�+�Ð�.�.�ð���
�����å���e�+�Ð���ð�
���e�+�Ð�-�Ì�Ð�(�Ð�
�Ì�Ð�
�4��
�.�Y�.�4�Ð�	�.�����S�ì�Ð�4�ì�Ð�+���Ì�7�Ð���4�����ì�7�	�­�
��
�ð�
�4�Ð�+�R�Ð�
�4�ð���
�����+���æ�+�­�a�ð�
�æ���(�+�­�Æ�4�ð�Æ�Ð�.����
�Æ�­�
���Ð�X�­�Æ�Ð�+�Å�­�4�Ð���S�����Ì�Y���(���­�
�4��
�(�+�����ð�å�Ð�+�­�4�ð���
�����9�7�+�4�ì�Ð�+�	���+�Ð�����4�ì�Ð��
�+�Ð�(���­�Æ�Ð�	�Ð�
�4�����å���
�­�4�ð�R�Ð���æ�+�­�.�.���.�(�Ð�Æ�ð�Ð�.��
�­�
�Ì���	�­�
�Y���f���S�Ð�+�ð�
�æ���(���­�
�4�.���S�ð�4�ì���
���
�-
native grasses in pastures further 
contributes to the alteration of the 
�æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì���Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	����

�A�
�4�+���Ì�7�Æ�Ð�Ì���Å�Y���Å���4�ì���ì�7�	�­�
���­�
�Ì���
�­�4�7�+�­����
activities, invasive exotic species can 
���7�4�Æ���	�(�Ð�4�Ð���
�­�4�ð�R�Ð���æ�+�­�.�.�Ð�.���­�
�Ì�����4�ì�Ð�+��
native herbaceous species causing a 
decline in biodiversity and affecting 
wildlife that rely upon grasslands for 
forage and breeding. Certain invasive 
�.�(�Ð�Æ�ð�Ð�.���­�+�Ð���ì�ð�æ�ì���Y���f�­�	�	�­�Å���Ð�����­�
�Ì��
can contribute to changes in natural 
�e�+�Ð���+�Ð�æ�ð�	�Ð�.��47 for instance elevating 
�4�ì�Ð���+�ð�.�������å�����Æ�Æ�7�+�+�Ð�
�Æ�Ð�����å���Ì�Ð�R�­�.�4�­�4�ð�
�æ��
�'�ì�ð�æ�ì���	�­�æ�
�ð�4�7�Ì�Ð���­�
�Ì���.�Ð�R�Ð�+�Ð�(���S�ð���Ì�e�+�Ð�.��
�S�ð�4�ì���e�R�Ð���æ�+�­�.�.�Ð�.���ð�Ì�Ð�
�4�ð�e�Ð�Ì���æ�����Å�­�����Y���­�.��
�(�­�+�4�ð�Æ�7���­�+���Y���e�+�Ð�-�(�+���
�Ð���ã�ç 

Development 

Between 1984  
and 2008, over

195,000 
hectares  

of rangeland 
in California 
was converted. 
Residential and 
commercial 
development 
accounted for 
49% of these 
conversions.34 

Grasslands have faced persistent 
�4�ì�+�Ð�­�4�.���å�+���	���7�+�Å�­�
�ð�a�­�4�ð���
�����	�ð�
�ð�
�æ����
transportation, and energy 
�ð�
�å�+�­�.�4�+�7�Æ�4�7�+�Ð�����€�+�Å�­�
���Ì�Ð�R�Ð�����(�	�Ð�
�4�����ð�
��
particular, has the potential to 
�å�+�­�æ�	�Ð�
�4���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì���Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	�.���ð�
�4����
�.�	�­�����Ð�+�����ð�.�����­�4�Ð�Ì���(�­�4�Æ�ì�Ð�.�����Ì�ð�.�+�7�(�4�ð�
�æ��
critical habitat connectivity and 
�	�­���ð�
�æ���ð�4���Æ�ì�­�����Ð�
�æ�ð�
�æ���å���+���.�(�Ð�Æ�ð�Ð�.���4����
�	�ð�æ�+�­�4�Ð�����+���	�­�ð�
�4�­�ð�
���æ�Ð�
�Ð�4�ð�Æ���Ì�ð�R�Ð�+�.�ð�4�Y����
�}�ì�Ð���æ�+���S�ð�
�æ���Ì�Ð�	�­�
�Ì���å���+���(�+�Ð�Æ�ð���7�.��
�	�Ð�4�­���.���(�+�Ð�.�Ð�
�4�.���­���å�7�+�4�ì�Ð�+�����Å�.�4�­�Æ���Ð���4����
�(�+�Ð�.�Ð�+�R�ð�
�æ���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.�������.���4�ì�Ð��
�Ð�X�(�­�
�.�ð���
�����å���+�Ð�
�Ð�S�­�Å���Ð�.���ð�
��
grasslands accelerates, it is essential 
�4�ì�­�4���(�+���þ�Ð�Æ�4�.���­�+�Ð���(�+���(�Ð�+���Y���.�ð�4�Ð�Ì���4����
conserve wildlife and habitats, while 
�	�Ð�Ð�4�ð�
�æ���4�ì�Ð���7�+�æ�Ð�
�4���
�Ð�Ð�Ì���å���+���Æ���Ð�­�
�Ð�+��
energy.

�����4�Ð�+�Ð�Ì���e�+�Ð���+�Ð�æ�ð�	�Ð�.��
�}�ì�Ð���ð�
�4�+���Ì�7�Æ�4�ð���
�����å���Ð�X���4�ð�Æ���(���­�
�4���.�(�Ð�Æ�ð�Ð�.�����ð�
�Æ���7�Ì�ð�
�æ���4�+�Ð�Ð�.���­�
�Ì�����4�ì�Ð�+��
�ì�Ð�+�Å�­�Æ�Ð���7�.���.�(�Ð�Æ�ð�Ð�.�����Æ�­�
���­���4�Ð�+���4�ì�Ð���f�­�	�	�­�Å�ð���ð�4�Y�����å���Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	�.���ã�è 
���Ì�Ì�ð�4�ð���
�­�����Y�����ð�
�4�Ð�
�4�ð���
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�ð�
�æ���4�����(�+���	���4�Ð���4�ì�Ð���+�Ð�.�(�+���7�4�ð�
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�­�
�Ì�����4�ì�Ð�+���(���­�
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�æ���ð�
�Æ�ð�Ì�Ð�
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�Ì��
�Ì�+���7�æ�ì�4�.���Ì�7�Ð���4�����Æ���ð�	�­�4�Ð���Æ�ì�­�
�æ�Ð�����ì�­�R�Ð���4�ì�Ð���(���4�Ð�
�4�ð�­�����4�����Ì�ð�.�+�7�(�4���
�­�4�7�+�­����
�e�+�Ð���+�Ð�æ�ð�	�Ð�.�����}�ì�ð�.���Ì�ð�.�+�7�(�4�ð���
���æ�Ð�
�Ð�+�­�����Y�����Ð�­�Ì�.���4�����­�
���ð�
�Æ�+�Ð�­�.�Ð�Ì���å�+�Ð�*�7�Ð�
�Æ�Y��
���å���ì�ð�æ�ì�-�	�­�æ�
�ð�4�7�Ì�Ð�����ð�
�4�Ð�
�.�ð�R�Ð�����­�
�Ì���.�Ð�R�Ð�+�Ð���e�+�Ð�.�����(���.�ð�
�æ���­���.�ð�æ�
�ð�e�Æ�­�
�4��
threat to grassland biodiversity. Moreover, it contributes to elevated 
�+�­�4�Ð�.�����å�����Z�á���Ð�	�ð�.�.�ð���
���­�
�Ì���Æ�­�+�Å���
���.���ð���������.�.��
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In the last thirty years, 
approximately

55% 

of non-forest biomes in  
sub-Saharan Africa, 
equivalent to 

7.5 million km², 
experienced substantial 
increases in woody plant 
cover.46

Water Battle, 
Acacia species.

(Photo: Luminar AI/
Envato)
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SUMMARY OF IMPACTS

Each of these factors has its unique impacts, 
but fundamentally, they all disrupt the inherent 
structure and functioning of grasslands, resulting in 
a substantial decline in biodiversity and productivity. 
This disruption gives rise to a spectrum of 
consequences, which can be summarized as follows:

Native vegetation loss: �}�ì�Ð���Ì�ð�.�­�(�(�Ð�­�+�­�
�Æ�Ð�����å���Ð�
�Ì�Ð�	�ð�Æ��
�f���+�­���­�
�Ì���Ð�
�Ì�­�
�æ�Ð�+�Ð�Ì���.�(�Ð�Æ�ð�Ð�.�����#���	�ð�
�­�
�Æ�Ð�����å���­���å�Ð�S���ì�ð�æ�ì���Y��
�Æ���	�(�Ð�4�ð�4�ð�R�Ð���.�(�Ð�Æ�ð�Ð�.��

Disruption and loss of wildlife: �A�	�(�­�Æ�4�.���4�ì�Ð���R�­�+�ð�Ð�4�Y�����å��
species and their habitats, leading to the loss of critical 
�ì�­�Å�ð�4�­�4���Æ���
�
�Ð�Æ�4�ð�R�ð�4�Y�����Å�+�Ð�Ð�Ì�ð�
�æ���æ�+���7�
�Ì�.�����­�
�Ì���	�ð�æ�+�­�4���+�Y��
�+���7�4�Ð�.���S�ð�4�ì���­�.�.���Æ�ð�­�4�Ð�Ì���Ð�X�4�ð�
�Æ�4�ð���
���Ì�Ð�Å�4���/���4�ì�Ð���Ì�Ð���­�Y�Ð�Ì��
�(�+���Æ�Ð�.�.�����å���.�(�Ð�Æ�ð�Ð�.���Ð�X�4�ð�
�Æ�4�ð���
���4�ì�­�4�����Æ�Æ�7�+�.���å���������S�ð�
�æ���ì�­�Å�ð�4�­�4��
alteration or degradation.

Reduction of ecosystem services provision: Such 
�­�.���(�������ð�
�­�4�ð���
�����
�7�4�+�ð�Ð�
�4���Æ�Y�Æ���ð�
�æ�����­�
�Ì���Ì�ð�	�ð�
�ð�.�ì�Ð�Ì���S�­�4�Ð�+��
availability and quality.

Increased carbon emissions: Release of carbon and the 
�.�7�Å�.�Ð�*�7�Ð�
�4���+�ð�.�Ð���ð�
���­�4�	���.�(�ì�Ð�+�ð�Æ�����Z�á levels.

Increased soil degradation: Including erosion, 
�Æ���	�(�­�Æ�4�ð���
�����Æ�ì�­�
�æ�Ð�.���ð�
���.�4�+�7�Æ�4�7�+�Ð�����­�
�Ì���
�7�4�+�ð�Ð�
�4�������.�.��

�����4�Ð�+�Ð�Ì���e�+�Ð���(�­�4�4�Ð�+�
�.: ���ì�­�
�æ�Ð�.���ð�
���e�+�Ð���å�+�Ð�*�7�Ð�
�Æ�ð�Ð�.����
intensities and season.

Decline in land productivity: Loss of food security and 
�ð�
�Æ���	�Ð�����t�Ð�Ì�7�Æ�Ð�Ì���å���+�­�æ�Ð���­�
�Ì���S�­�4�Ð�+���.�7�(�(���ð�Ð�.���å���+�����ð�R�Ð�.�4���Æ����
and wildlife.

Displacement of communities: Particularly indigenous 
�­�
�Ì���æ�+�­�a�ð�
�æ�-�Ì�Ð�(�Ð�
�Ì�Ð�
�4���æ�+���7�(�.�����#�ð�.�+�7�(�4�ð���
�����å���4�+�­�Ì�ð�4�ð���
�­����
���­�
�Ì���7�.�Ð�.���­�
�Ì���Æ�7�.�4���	�­�+�Y���(�+�­�Æ�4�ð�Æ�Ð�.�������Ð�­�Ì�ð�
�æ���4�����­�������.�.�����å��
�Æ�7���4�7�+�­�����ð�Ì�Ð�
�4�ð�4�Y���­�
�Ì�����
���S���Ð�Ì�æ�Ð��

Resource competition:���O�Ð�­�Ì�ð�
�æ���4�����Æ���
�f�ð�Æ�4�.�����R�Ð�+�����­�
�Ì���­�
�Ì��
resources.

UNDERVALUED AND 
OVERLOOKED 
�“�­�+�ð���7�.���Æ���	�(���Ð�X���å�­�Æ�4���+�.���ì�­�R�Ð���Æ���
�4�+�ð�Å�7�4�Ð�Ì��
�4�����4�ì�Ð�����­�Æ�������å���+�Ð�Æ���æ�
�ð�4�ð���
�����å���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.��
�S�ì�ð�Æ�ì���ð�.���ð�	�(���+�4�­�
�4���Æ���
�4�Ð�X�4���å���+��
understanding grassland vulnerability, 
including: 

 • �O�ð�	�ð�4�Ð�Ì���7�
�Ì�Ð�+�.�4�­�
�Ì�ð�
�æ�����å���4�ì�Ð��
�	�7���4�ð�(���Ð���Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	���.�Ð�+�R�ð�Æ�Ð�.��
and functions provided by 
grasslands.�à�á

 • �“�­�+�ð�Ð�Ì���.���Æ�ð�Ð�4�­�����(�Ð�+�Æ�Ð�(�4�ð���
�.��
on their biodiversity and value 
�Æ���	�(�­�+�Ð�Ì���4�������4�ì�Ð�+���Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	�.���ä 
�ð�
���.���	�Ð���Æ���7�
�4�+�ð�Ð�.���4�ì�Ð�Y���­�+�Ð��
considered unproductive 
wastelands.�ä�ß

 • Perpetuation of the incorrect 
historical understanding that 
grasslands are “degraded or 
deforested areas”. �ä�à �ä�á

 • �'�Æ���
���	�ð�Æ���ð�
�4�Ð�+�Ð�.�4�.���­�
�Ì���æ�����Å�­����
�Æ���	�	���Ì�ð�4�ð�Ð�.���4�­���ð�
�æ���(�+�Ð�Æ�Ð�Ì�Ð�
�Æ�Ð��
over indigenous and local rights 
and needs.�ä�â �ä�ã

 • Bias toward “pristine” or 
�7�
�4���7�Æ�ì�Ð�Ì���Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	�.�����S�ì�ð�Æ�ì���Æ�­�
��
result in grasslands with a history 
���å���ì�7�	�­�
���	�­�
�­�æ�Ð�	�Ð�
�4���Å�Ð�ð�
�æ��
perceived as less valuable.�ä�ä

 • �����	�(���Ð�X�����­�
�Ì�����S�
�Ð�+�.�ì�ð�(���­�
�Ì�����­�
�Ì��
rights issues.

 • �#�ð�h�Æ�7���4�Y���ð�
���Ì�Ð�e�
�ð�
�æ���­�
�Ì���	�­�(�(�ð�
�æ��
�4�ì�Ð�	���­�Æ�Æ�7�+�­�4�Ð���Y���ä
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5.  
CASE STUDIES

There has been a notable 
increase in on-the-ground 
initiatives aimed at safeguarding, 
restoring, and sustainably 
managing grasslands worldwide 
in recent years. These efforts 
range from community-
based projects to large-scale 
collaborations, often uniting 
governments, indigenous 
communities, conservation 
organizations, and local 
stakeholders. However, a gap 
remains between the urgency 
of the challenges faced by 
grasslands and the resources 
and attention allocated to them. 
Grasslands, often overlooked 
and undervalued, continue to 
struggle for the recognition and 
support they deserve. As we 
explore some examples of these 
initiatives, it’s crucial to keep in 
mind that much larger efforts are 
required to comprehensively and 
enduringly protect these valuable 
landscapes. 

Nomad camp and herd of sheep, Arkhangai province, Mongolia.

(Photo: Westend61/David Santiago Garcia/Envato)
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THE NATURE CONSERVANCY:  
MONGOLIAN HERDING COMMUNITIES,  
EURASIAN STEPPE

Conserving Mongolia’s grasslands, which 
cover 80% of the country, is critical to the 
nation’s future and way of life. Recognizing 
their importance, 20 years ago the 
Mongolian government pledged to protect 
30% of the country by 2030. The country 
has also committed to an Environmental 
Protection Law that grants herder groups 
rights to manage natural resources 
sustainably. 

���	���
�æ���4�ì�Ð�����Ð�Y�����­�
�Ì�.���ð�4���.�Ð�Ð���.���4�����(�+���4�Ð�Æ�4���ð�.��
the Eastern Steppe, which is the world’s 
���­�+�æ�Ð�.�4���ð�
�4�­�Æ�4���4�Ð�	�(�Ð�+�­�4�Ð���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�����T���
�æ�����ð�­�8�.��
�æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.���­�+�Ð���4�ì�Ð�����
���Y���+�Ð�å�7�æ�Ð���ð�
�����.�ð�­�����­�+�æ�Ð��
�Ð�
���7�æ�ì���4�����.�7�(�(���+�4���æ�����Å�­�����Y�-�ð�	�(���+�4�­�
�4���S�ð���Ì���ð�å�Ð����
�.�7�Æ�ì���­�.���4�ì�Ð���T���
�æ�����ð�­�
���æ�­�a�Ð�����Ð���/�����.�ð�­�8�.�����­�.�4���æ�+�Ð�­�4��
�ì�Ð�+�Ì�����å���S�ð�Ì�Ð�-�+�­�
�æ�ð�
�æ���	�­�	�	�­���.���/���­�
�Ì���4�ì�Ð���	�­�
�Y��
�	�ð�æ�+�­�4���+�Y���Å�ð�+�Ì�.���4�ì�­�4���+�Ð���Y�����
���4�ì�Ð�.�Ð�����­�
�Ì�.���­�.���­��
resting and refueling stop during their long 
�	�ð�æ�+�­�4�ð���
�.����

�}���Ì�­�Y�����á�ß�ß���ß�ß�ß���å�­�	�ð���ð�Ð�.���S�ì�����	�­���Ð���7�(���á�ä�f��
���å���4�ì�Ð���(���(�7���­�4�ð���
���­�+�Ð���
���	�­�Ì�ð�Æ���ì�Ð�+�Ì�Ð�+�.����
�����
�.�Ð�+�R�­�4�ð���
�����+�æ�­�
�ð�a�­�4�ð���
�.�����ð�
�Æ���7�Ì�ð�
�æ���}�ì�Ð��
�U�­�4�7�+�Ð�������
�.�Ð�+�R�­�
�Æ�Y�����­�+�Ð���S���+���ð�
�æ���S�ð�4�ì���ì�Ð�+�Ì�ð�
�æ��
�Æ���	�	�7�
�ð�4�ð�Ð�.���4�����.�7�(�(���+�4�����ð�R�Ð�.�4���Æ�����	�­�
�­�æ�Ð�	�Ð�
�4��
�(�+�­�Æ�4�ð�Æ�Ð�.���­�
�Ì���.�4���Æ���ð�
�æ���+�­�4�Ð�.���4�ì�­�4���Å�����.�4��
�(�+���Ì�7�Æ�4�ð�R�ð�4�Y���­�
�Ì���Ð�Æ���
���	�ð�Æ�����7�4�Æ���	�Ð�.���S�ì�ð���Ð��
protecting grassland diversity and soil integrity, 
�ð�
�Æ���7�Ì�ð�
�æ���.���ð�����Æ�­�+�Å���
���.�4���+�­�æ�Ð�����}�ì�ð�.���(���.�ð�4�ð�R�Ð��
�å�Ð�Ð�Ì�Å�­�Æ�����������(���S�ð�������ì�Ð���(���ì�Ð�+�Ì�ð�
�æ���Æ���	�	�7�
�ð�4�ð�Ð�.��
�S�ð�4�ì�.�4�­�
�Ì���ð�
�Æ�+�Ð�­�.�ð�
�æ���Y���å�+�Ð�*�7�Ð�
�4���Æ���ð�	�­�4�Ð�-�+�Ð���­�4�Ð�Ì��
stresses such as prolonged drought, and create 
opportunities for sustainable funding via carbon 
�	�­�+���Ð�4�.��

CONSERVATION 
INTERNATIONAL AND 
AND PEACE PARKS 
FOUNDATION: HERDING FOR 
HEALTH, AFRICAN SAVANNAH

Conservation International (CI), 
in partnership with Peace Parks 
Foundation, is implementing the 
Herding for Health (H4H) model 
in East and Southern Africa 
as a mechanism for rangeland 
restoration, biodiversity 
conservation and to enable 
climate resilience for pastoralists 
living in Africa’s vast rangelands. 
The model is currently practiced 
across six southern African 
countries with a goal to restore 
7 million hectares of native 
�+�­�
�æ�Ð���­�
�Ì�.�����­�
�Ì���Ì�ð�+�Ð�Æ�4���Y���Å�Ð�
�Ð�e�4��
0.5 million people by 2027.

�”�ì�ð���Ð���4�ì�Ð���
�7�­�
�Æ�Ð�.�����å���ð�	�(���Ð�	�Ð�
�4�­�4�ð���
��
�­�+�Ð���­�Ì�­�(�4�Ð�Ì���4�����.�7�ð�4�������Æ�­�����Æ���
�4�Ð�X�4�.����
the H4H core principles of strategic 
herding, capacity building, collective 
�æ���R�Ð�+�
�­�
�Æ�Ð���­�
�Ì���7�
�����Æ���ð�
�æ���	�­�+���Ð�4��
access are adopted across all sites 
with Meat Naturally, a private sector 
partner to the Herding for Health 
�q�+���æ�+�­�	�	�Ð�����(�+���R�ð�Ì�ð�
�æ���	�­�+���Ð�4���­�Æ�Æ�Ð�.�.��
support. 

�w�ð�
�Æ�Ð���á�ß�à�è�����>�ã�>���ì�­�.���Å�Ð�Ð�
��
�ð�	�(���Ð�	�Ð�
�4�Ð�Ì���4�����.�7�(�(���+�4���Æ���	�	�7�
�ð�4�ð�Ð�.��
���ð�R�ð�
�æ���ð�
���­�
�Ì���­�+���7�
�Ì���O�ð�	�(���(�����U�­�4�ð���
�­����
�q�­�+�����ð�
���T���a�­�	�Å�ð�*�7�Ð�����}�����Ì�­�4�Ð�����	���+�Ð��
�4�ì�­�
���æ�ß�ß���å�­�+�	�Ð�+�.���S�ð�4�ì�����R�Ð�+���à�ä���ß�ß�ß��
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Maasai Mara National 
Reserve, Kenya. 

(Photo: Lev Dolgachov/Envato)
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�Æ�­�4�4���Ð���(�­�+�4�ð�Æ�ð�(�­�4�Ð���ð�
���4�ì�Ð���(�+���æ�+�­�	�	�Ð���Æ���R�Ð�+�ð�
�æ��
�­�(�(�+���X�ð�	�­�4�Ð���Y���à�â�ß���ß�ß�ß���ì�Ð�Æ�4�­�+�Ð�.�����å�����­�
�Ì�����}�ì�Ð��
�(�+���þ�Ð�Æ�4���.�ð�4�Ð���ì�­�.���Æ�+�Ð�­�4�Ð�Ì�����R�Ð�+���ã�ß���æ�+�Ð�Ð�
���þ���Å�.����
�ð���Ð�������.���ð�����Ð�Ì���(�+���å�Ð�.�.�ð���
�­�����ì�Ð�+�Ì�Ð�+�.���­�
�Ì���.�Ð�­�.���
�­����
�þ���Å�.���å���+���.�	�­�����-�.�Æ�­���Ð���S���	�Ð�
���Ð�
�4�Ð�+�(�+�ð�.�Ð�.���S�ì����
collect seed for reseeding bare land that 
�ì�­�.���Å�Ð�Ð�
���4�+�Ð�­�4�Ð�Ì���Å�Y���4�ì�Ð���	���R�Ð�	�Ð�
�4�����å���4�ì�Ð��
�Æ���	�Å�ð�
�Ð�Ì���ì�Ð�+�Ì�.�����U�ð�æ�ì�4���Æ���+�+�­�����ð�
�æ�����å�����ð�R�Ð�.�4���Æ����
�ð�
���(�+�Ð�Ì�­�4���+�-�(�+�����å���	���Å�ð���Ð���Å���	�­�.���ì�­�.���­�
��
�­�Ì�Ì�Ð�Ì���Å�Ð�
�Ð�e�4���å���+���4�ì�Ð���.���ð�����­�
�Ì���Ð�
�R�ð�+���
�	�Ð�
�4��
�Ì�7�Ð���4�����4�ì�Ð���	�­�
�7�+�Ð���­�
�Ì���ì�����å���­�Æ�4�ð���
���S�ì�ð�Æ�ì��
�Ð�
�ì�­�
�Æ�Ð�.���4�ì�Ð���.���ð�����
�7�4�+�ð�Ð�
�4���Æ���	�(���.�ð�4�ð���
���4�ì�­�4��
�Ð�
�­�Å���Ð�.���Å�ð���	�­�.�.���æ�+���S�4�ì�����A�
�Æ�+�Ð�­�.�Ð�Ì���æ�+���S�4�ì��
���å���(�Ð�+�Ð�
�
�ð�­�����æ�+�­�.�.�Ð�.���ð�	�(�+���R�Ð�.���.���ð�����.�4�­�Å�ð���ð�4�Y��
through greater root structure, which results 
in better nutrient and water cycles and 
�7���4�ð�	�­�4�Ð���Y���Ð�
�ì�­�
�Æ�Ð�Ì���Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	���å�7�
�Æ�4�ð���
��
�ð�
���4�ì�Ð�����­�
�Ì�.�Æ�­�(�Ð�����A�	�(���Ð�	�Ð�
�4�ð�
�æ���4�ì�Ð���>�ã�>��
�	���Ì�Ð�����4�ì�Ð�+�Ð�å���+�Ð���Ð�
�­�Å���Ð�.���Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	�-�Å�­�.�Ð�Ì��
�­�Ì�­�(�4�­�4�ð���
���­�
�Ì���	�ð�4�ð�æ�­�4�ð���
���å���+���å�­�+�	�Ð�+�.���­�
�Ì��
such is the case for all the sites where the 
�(�+���æ�+�­�	�	�Ð���ð�.���Å�Ð�ð�
�æ���ð�	�(���Ð�	�Ð�
�4�Ð�Ì��

�9���+���.�7�.�4�­�ð�
�­�Å�ð���ð�4�Y�����4�ì�Ð���(�+���æ�+�­�	�	�Ð���S���+���.���S�ð�4�ì��
�å�­�+�	�Ð�+�.���4�����.�7�(�(���+�4���Æ�������Ð�Æ�4�ð�R�Ð���æ���R�Ð�+�
�­�
�Æ�Ð��
through voluntary biodiversity stewardship 
�­�æ�+�Ð�Ð�	�Ð�
�4�.���S�ð�4�ì���4�ì�Ð���­�ð�	���4�����Ð�
�­�Å���Ð��
�Æ���	�	�7�
�ð�4�ð�Ð�.���4�����Æ���
�4�ð�
�7�Ð���ð�	�(���Ð�	�Ð�
�4�ð�
�æ���4�ì�Ð��
�>�ã�>���	���Ì�Ð�����Å�Ð�Y���
�Ì���4�ì�Ð�����ð�å�Ð�.�(�­�
�����å���Æ�7�+�+�Ð�
�4��
�(�+���þ�Ð�Æ�4���Æ�Y�Æ���Ð�.��

PLANTLIFE:  
MEADOW MAKERS, ENGLAND 
The UK is home to iconic grasslands, such as 
the chalk downs of Salisbury Plain, the upland 
hay meadows of the Yorkshire dales, and the 
coastal machair in Scotland. However, around 
97% of the UK’s most species-rich grassland 
has been destroyed since the 1930s, following 
changes in agricultural policy, development, 
nitrogen pollution, and land abandonment. 

�9�7�
�Ì�ð�
�æ���å�+���	���4�ì�Ð���€�N���æ���R�Ð�+�
�	�Ð�
�4���­�������S�Ð�Ì���4�ì�Ð��
conservation charity, Plantlife, to spearhead a 
�(�­�+�4�
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�Ì��
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�����æ�+�Ð�Ð�
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�æ�­�æ�Ð�	�Ð�
�4���­�Æ�+���.�.���'�
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�Ì����

�}�ì�ð�.���(�7�Å���ð�Æ���å�7�
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�æ���Ð�
�­�Å���Ð�Ì���4�ì�Ð���7�T�Ð�­�Ì���S���T�­���Ð�+�.��
�q�­�+�4�
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A view of the Yorkshire Dales, UK.

(Photo: Helen Hotson/Envato)
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THE GRASSLAND ALLIANCE - BIRDLIFE AND 
PARTNERS: SOUTHERN CONE, SOUTH AMERICA

The Pampas Southern Cone grasslands, spanning over 75 million 
hectares in Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil, and Paraguay, are globally 

are formally protected and vast areas are threatened. On average, 
over 60% of native grasslands have already been lost.

In 2006 BirdLife and its Partners (Aves Argentinas, Aves Uruguay, SAVE 
Brasil and Guyra Paraguay) created the Grassland Alliance. Its mission is to 
preserve natural grasslands and biodiversity in the Southern Cone of South 
America through coordinated actions among the four countries (Argentina, 
Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay) and various sectors of society (producers, 
civil organizations, academia, and governments), within the framework of 
harmonious and sustainable development of the region. 

The vision is for a region of grasslands where:

 •
activity, developed sustainably by favoring the conservation 
of grasslands under grazing systems suitable for ecosystem 
preservation.

 • Agriculture and afforestation are carried out responsibly, with 
careful soil and water treatment, prudent management of 

grasslands.

 • Urban growth considers the Pampas landscape, ensuring the 
conservation of natural grasslands.

 •
the original natural grasslands in each country and are properly 

 • The traditional culture of the Pampas holds a relevant place in our 
societies.

One of the major challenges is the need to generate incentives and 
enabling conditions to help landowners and producers implement the 
Alliance´s biodiversity-friendly practices. These will help stop the major 
threat, which is land-conversion to extensive soybean monocropping – 
a productive system generating much higher economical revenues than 
sustainable ranching systems. 

In addition, there is an increasing threat from carbon development 
projects proposing afforestation with exotic species on these 
grasslands.

The Grassland Alliance has been working to address these threats and 
has developed a sustainable meat production protocol, an Index of 
grassland conservation,56

including vegetation monitoring and a Conservation Investment 
Strategy identifying conservation outcomes, focal areas and species to 
increase the conservation impact in the long term.

For more than 17 years this Alliance has shown effective conservation 

the Grassland Alliance productive methods. 
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Maned wolf (Chrysocyon brachyurus) hunting in the 
grasslands surrounding the Dulce River, Argentina.

(Photo: Pablo Rodríguez Merkel/Birdlife)
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WORLD WILDLIFE FUND:  
NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS, USA

World Wildlife Fund (WWF) is protecting and restoring 
grasslands in the Northern Great Plains. Of the 73 million 
hectares in this ecoregion, some 53 million hectares are still 
intact. WWF’s overriding goal is to conserve this core, providing 
habitat for wildlife while ensuring carbon and water storage. 
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San Luis Valley, Great Sand Dunes 
National Park, Colorado, US. 

(Photo: Christian Collins )
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Since then, efforts have been growing globally and locally to 
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6.  
FROM AWARENESS TO ACTION 

While advancements have been made in the conservation 
of forests and other biomes in recent decades, grasslands 
continue to be overlooked and undervalued. Decision-
makers often underestimate or are unaware of their potential 
for enhancing biodiversity, mitigating climate change, 
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Grasslands are often passed over by governments in climate 
and biodiversity commitments. Despite being a major terrestrial 
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�.�7�+�Ð���Å�Y��
�á�ß�â�ß����

 • No net loss of hectares of grasslands. 

 • �'�
�ì�­�
�Æ�Ð�Ì���(�+���4�Ð�Æ�4�ð���
�����å���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.���­�4���­�����Ð�R�Ð�����Æ���	�(�­�+�­�Å���Ð���4����
forests.

 • Restoration of degraded grasslands. 

 • �w�7�.�4�­�ð�
�­�Å���Ð���	�­�
�­�æ�Ð�	�Ð�
�4�����å���+�Ð�	�­�ð�
�ð�
�æ���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.����

���
���7�+�æ�Ð�
�4���­�
�Ì���Æ���	�(�+�Ð�ì�Ð�
�.�ð�R�Ð���+�Ð�R�ð�Ð�S�����å���æ�����Å�­�����(�����ð�Æ�ð�Ð�.�����Æ���+�(���+�­�4�Ð��
�Æ���	�	�ð�4�	�Ð�
�4�.�����­�
�Ì���ð�
�R�Ð�.�4�	�Ð�
�4�.���ð�.���ð�	�(�Ð�+�­�4�ð�R�Ð���4�����­�Æ�ì�ð�Ð�R�Ð���4�ì�ð�.���­�
�Ì���ð�4���ð�.��
�Æ�+�7�Æ�ð�­�����æ���R�Ð�+�
�	�Ð�
�4�.�����Æ���	�(�­�
�ð�Ð�.�����­�
�Ì���ð�
�R�Ð�.�4���+�.���4�­���Ð���­���(�+���­�Æ�4�ð�R�Ð�����Ð�­�Ì��
�ð�
���(�+�ð���+�ð�4�ð�a�ð�
�æ���	�Ð�­�.�7�+�Ð�.���4�����.�­�å�Ð�æ�7�­�+�Ì���4�ì�Ð���ð�
�4�Ð�æ�+�ð�4�Y�����å�����7�+���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì��
�Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	�.����

FROM AWARENESS TO ACTION      45

Governments 
 • �'���Ð�R�­�4�Ð���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.���ð�
�����Ð�Y���ð�
�4�Ð�+�
�­�4�ð���
�­�����­�æ�+�Ð�Ð�	�Ð�
�4�.���ð�
�Æ���7�Ì�ð�
�æ��

�4�ì�Ð���€�
�ð�4�Ð�Ì���U�­�4�ð���
�.���9�+�­�	�Ð�S���+���������
�R�Ð�
�4�ð���
�����
�������ð�	�­�4�Ð�����ì�­�
�æ�Ð����
the Convention on Biological Diversity, and the United Nations 
�����
�R�Ð�
�4�ð���
���4���������	�Å�­�4���#�Ð�.�Ð�+�4�ð�e�Æ�­�4�ð���
����

 • �A�
�Æ���7�Ì�Ð���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.���ð�
���4�ì�Ð���â�ß�f�����å���­�+�Ð�­���4�����Å�Ð���(�+���4�Ð�Æ�4�Ð�Ì���Å�Y���á�ß�â�ß��
�7�
�Ì�Ð�+���:�����Å�­�������ð���Ì�ð�R�Ð�+�.�ð�4�Y���9�+�­�	�Ð�S���+�����}�­�+�æ�Ð�4���â��

 • �A�
�Æ���+�(���+�­�4�Ð���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.���ð�
���U�­�4�ð���
�­�����Y���#�Ð�4�Ð�+�	�ð�
�Ð�Ì�������
�4�+�ð�Å�7�4�ð���
�.��
�'�U�#���.�(�����U�­�4�ð���
�­�������Ì�­�(�4�­�4�ð���
���q���­�
�.���­�
�Ì���U�­�4�ð���
�­�������ð���Ì�ð�R�Ð�+�.�ð�4�Y��
�w�4�+�­�4�Ð�æ�ð�Ð�.���­�
�Ì�����Æ�4�ð���
���q���­�
�.���'�U���w���q�.�(����

 • �����ð�æ�
���e�
�­�
�Æ�Ð�����ð�
�R�Ð�.�4�	�Ð�
�4�����­�
�Ì���(�����ð�Æ�Y���S�ð�4�ì���}�­�+�æ�Ð�4���à�ç�����å���4�ì�Ð���:�����Å�­����
���ð���Ì�ð�R�Ð�+�.�ð�4�Y���9�+�­�	�Ð�S���+�����Å�Y���+�Ð�Ì�7�Æ�ð�
�æ���.�7�Å�.�ð�Ì�ð�Ð�.���4�ì�­�4���Æ�7�+�+�Ð�
�4���Y��
encourage grassland loss and degradation, afforestation 
���å���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì���Å�ð���	�Ð�.�����­�
�Ì���7�
�.�7�.�4�­�ð�
�­�Å���Y�����­�+�æ�Ð�����ð�R�Ð�.�4���Æ����
populations.

 • �t�Ð�Æ���æ�
�ð�a�Ð���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.���ð�
���4�+�­�Ì�Ð���+�Ð�æ�7���­�4�ð���
�.���.�7�Æ�ì���­�.���4�ì�Ð���'�€���+�7���Ð�.��
on Deforestation-free products.

Companies
 • �����	�	�ð�4���4�����Æ���
�R�Ð�+�.�ð���
�-�å�+�Ð�Ð���.�7�(�(���Y���Æ�ì�­�ð�
�.��

 • ���������­�Å���+�­�4�Ð���S�ð�4�ì���å�­�+�	�Ð�+�.���­�
�Ì���(�­�.�4���+�­���ð�.�4�.���4�����.�7�(�(���+�4��
sustainable, regenerative land use that fosters biodiversity, 
preserves carbon storage, and supports the livelihoods of 
�ð�
�Ì�ð�æ�Ð�
���7�.���(�Ð���(���Ð���­�
�Ì�������Æ�­�����Æ���	�	�7�
�ð�4�ð�Ð�.����

 • ���Ì�R���Æ�­�4�Ð���å���+���æ���R�Ð�+�
�	�Ð�
�4���(�����ð�Æ�ð�Ð�.���4�����(�+���4�Ð�Æ�4���æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì�.��

Investors 
 • �t�Ð�*�7�ð�+�Ð���4�ì�­�4���å�����Ì���­�
�Ì���e�Å�Ð�+���Æ���	�(�­�
�ð�Ð�.���.�Ð�Ð���ð�
�æ���e�
�­�
�Æ�ð�
�æ��

�Æ���	�	�ð�4���4�����Æ���
�R�Ð�+�.�ð���
�-�å�+�Ð�Ð���(�+�­�Æ�4�ð�Æ�Ð�.��

 • ���������Æ�­�4�Ð���Æ���ð�	�­�4�Ð�-�å���Æ�7�.�Ð�Ì���­�
�Ì���ð�	�(�­�Æ�4���ð�
�R�Ð�.�4�	�Ð�
�4�.���4�����æ�+�­�.�.���­�
�Ì��
�(�+���4�Ð�Æ�4�ð���
���­�
�Ì���+�Ð�.�4���+�­�4�ð���
�����4�+�Ð�­�4�ð�
�æ���4�ì�Ð�	�����
���(�­�+���S�ð�4�ì���å���+�Ð�.�4�.��
�­�
�Ì�����4�ì�Ð�+���Ð�Æ���.�Y�.�4�Ð�	�.���ð�
���Æ���ð�	�­�4�Ð���­�
�Ì���ð�	�(�­�Æ�4���ð�
�R�Ð�.�4�	�Ð�
�4��
strategies. 

 • �w�7�(�(���+�4���(�­�.�4���+�­���ð�.�4���­�
�Ì���æ�+�­�.�.�-�Å�­�.�Ð�Ì���Æ���	�	�7�
�ð�4�ð�Ð�.���4�ì�+���7�æ�ì��
�.�4�+�­�4�Ð�æ�ð�Æ���.���Æ�ð�­�����ð�
�R�Ð�.�4�	�Ð�
�4�.���4�ì�­�4���.�7�.�4�­�ð�
���4�ì�Ð���+�ð�æ�ì�4�.���­�
�Ì��
livelihoods of the people dedicated to their stewardship.
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Aerial view of African savannah in 
the Kalahari Desert, South Africa.

(Photo: Envato)
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